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TACOMA

Sitting 40 ft in the air has its 
advantages; you can see tuna from 
there, and on a hot day it's cool, but 
it's not for the faint-hearted. 
Tacoma’s present crow's nest was 
installed with an additional 8 ft of 
mast and a flag yard arm added to 
bring it back to Tacoma’s tuna days. 
The crow’s nest is 15 years old, and 
despite a good coat of epoxy paint, 
water has got into the timber, which 
has rotted. So, it is time to craft a new 
crow’s nest. First, we need to remove 
the existing one and then refit the 
replacement, which requires some 
aerial ballet. The previous two crow’s 
nests were fitted at ground level, and 
the measurements will have to be 
perfect. 

The Master Crow Nest Builder, Andy 
Haldane

Tacoma’s Third Crow’s 
Nest Underway

Christmas is Here

The editorial team wishes all our readers a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year.

Please note that there are many presents to be bought at the 
Tacoma shop. One of Santa’s helpers below.

Karina Webber admiring the new boat shop goods

Janine Gin deftly and diligently painting mini Tacoma’s.

http://www.tacoma.org.au
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NASHOS stranded but rescued by Tacoma 
in November 1952

“Nashos” is the affectionate slang term for Australian National 
Servicemen who were conscripted for compulsory military 
service between 1951 and 1972. The outbreak of the Korean War 
in 1950, coupled with the Malayan Emergency and the Viet Minh 
uprising against the French in Vietnam, appeared to threaten 
Australia. Recruiting for the regular Armed Services proving 
insufficient, the Menzies Government re-introduced 
conscription, which had ended in 1945. In the first National 
Service scheme between 1951 and 1959, all young men aged 18 
were called up for training in the Navy, Army and Air Force. A 
total of 227,000 served in 52 intakes. All young men turning 18 on 
or after l November 1950 were required to undertake 176 days of  
recruit training, followed by five years in their respective 
reserves. Most South Australians served with the 16 Battalion at 
Woodside. Coming home on leave was always a great event, and 
Mrs M. Ellis, in her joy in seeing her sons, organised for all the 
Port Lincoln Nashos to sail to Boston Island for a BBQ. Axel 
Stenroos had generously offered to sail the BBQ party to Boston 
Island in his cabin cruiser, Rio Rita, now on display at the Axel 
Stenross Museum on the dry. The BBQ party had gathered at the 
town jetty waiting for Axel to turn up with his boat, but nothing 
happened. A small reconnaissance unit was despatched to the slip 
where they found Mr Stenross happily sleeping with an empty 
whisky bottle. Fortunately, Alan, Bill and Hugh Haldane passed 
by and offered generously the stranded BBQ party to come 
onboard Tacoma and sail to Boston Island and later at 5pm to be 
picked up for the party’s return to the mainland. Onboard came 
under the command of Corporal Graham Ellis, a TPS member, 
his two brothers, John and Jim, followed by Mrs M. Dennis, her 
son Donald and daughter Betty. Then, Mrs T. Lightfoot and her 
sons Ross and Dennis, Edward Whait and five others. The happy 
BBQ party landed safely on Boston Island. That was 73 years ago!

Ross Lightfoot, Graham ‘Tikki’ Ellis with Keith 
Bellamy in the background

Tuna Jars Get a New 
Label

Tuna in a jar has been sold using 
Tacoma line caught tuna for the last 4 
years, and we thought it was about 
time to have our own label. Our tuna 
jars are supplied by the Fresh Fish 
Place with its label. Smoked tuna has 
a long shelf life and comes in two 
versions: hot smoked and cold 
smoked, which have been processed 
every 3 months because of the used-
by limits. Robert Forster from the Port 
Lincoln Smokehouse, which is now 
operating in a new facility, is worth a 
visit. You will find him on the Flinders 
Highway on the way to Coffin Bay, 
just before the Port Lincoln Prison on 
the right heading out of town. The 
belly flaps are hot smoked because 
of their high fat content, while the 
other components are cold smoked. 
Tacoma Tuna is now sold at the 
following outlets: Harry’s, Port Pirie, 
The Fish House, Moorabbin Airport, 
Capital Seafoods, Port Lincoln, The 
Kakoulas Sisters, East Fremantle, WA, 
The Fish Factory, Grand Junction 
Road, Adelaide.  
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A Farewell to Leonie Sawyer by Carin 
Haldane 

After losing our much-loved TPS member and dear friend 
Leonie Sawyer to cancer late last year, on Oct 19th this year 
her lovely sons and dedicated family organised a beautiful 
Memorial Service at Lochiel, Leonie’s hometown, which also 
included the launching of the book that Leonie was always 
writing and telling us about. Chapter 44 is about tuna fishing 
on the MFV Tacoma. This was a serious highlight of Leonie’s 
life, and begins with the phrase “Ross, what the hell have you 
done with Australia?” It transpires that it had not occurred to 
her that tuna fishing entailed being a long way out to sea. I 
was lucky to get Leonie as my poling partner, and if you want 
to relish our excitement at being the first women ever to pole 
tuna on Tacoma, you must read the book! Leonie wrote:

“The glee I felt stayed with me for weeks. Was I high on 
adrenaline? We embraced, screamed and jumped for joy. We 
hugged everyone on the boat.”

Leonie made us feel like her joy belonged to everyone - she lit 
us all up.

As she wished, Leonie’s ashes were scattered off the back 
deck of Tacoma in Spalding Cove by her son Mitchell.

We miss you so much, Leonie; an inspiration to us all. RIP 
xx.

Calendar of Events in 
2025/26

December 14th - Taylor’s Island - wool. 

Louth Island 6th January.  

True North, Tuesday, January 13th 
January - bay trip.  

Tunarama - Friday, 16th January - 
Blessing of the Fleet.  

Tuna trips 

January 30th - women. 2 berths 
available. 

February 6th - men. 4 berths available. 

February 13th - women. Full. 

February 27th - men. Full. 

Xmas drinks on the back deck, 19th 
December 6.00pm onwards. 

Christmas on Tacoma
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Training Sailing Ship Leeuwin by Ross 
Haldane 

On a recent trip to Perth, WA, I took the time to call in on 
the sailing vessel Leeuwin. Repairs are proceeding on the 
iconic STS Leeuwin II after it was badly damaged by a 
container ship in August last year. The vessel has travelled 
south to the Australian Marine Complex, escorted by a 
tugboat, where the training ship will receive a full set of sails, 
a new rigging system and upgraded sewage. There is no set 
date of the Leeuwin’s return to sea, but the Leeuwin Ocean 
Adventure Foundation’s CEO hopes it will set sail towards 
the end of the year.

What is the Silver Fish? By Ross Haldane

In the early 1930s, Bill Haldane, 20 years old, and his two 
brothers, Alan, 16, and Hugh, 13, went out early in the 
morning in a 28 ft open wooden sailing Couta boat, wearing 
smelly oilskins as the only barrier from the chilly southwest 
wind plus a lanolin-scented woollen hand-knitted polo-neck 
jumper. I am thinking about going to Port Fairy in late April 
early May in 2026, gather a fleet of Couta boats and sail out 
to do barracuda fishing while the sun rises. In the mid 1900s, 
Port Fairy was home to a fleet of 40 boats catching Couta, 
crayfish manned by a hardy group of maritime characters 
with nicknames like Tubby Olsen, Slippery Eel, Strangler, 
Scrooge, Plonker, Slim, Cookiee Oak, Wal, Nunk and Red 
Lead. All an experience of Port Fairy’s maritime past. The 
Port Fairy Couta fishermen harvested some 400 tons of 
silver barracuda each year for the Melbourne fish 
market.When I suggested this bobbing Couta boat idea at 
our Friday morning Tacoma galley coffee club; they posed 
the expected reply, why? Why do people climb Mt. Everest 
while others sail around the world? To sail out into the 
sunrise in an open boat and see the shearwaters in the dawn 
light is an experience, an adventure like nothing else. 

When in Port Lincoln 
Tuna Town, Why Not Try a 

Tuna Pie

At a Friday morning galley gathering, 
the idea of creating a tuna pie was 
aired. The pie idea may offer an 
opportunity to expand our market. The 
plan is to have a pie competition, where 
the winning pie is to be awarded the 
best pie ribbon. Everyone is welcome to 
enter – multiple entries are encouraged. 

Entry Details: 1) Name & phone no.  2) 
Ingredients details.  3) Cut-off date – 
January 16th (Tunarama). 
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